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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

As we approach the half way 
point of the 2015-2016  
Fraternal Year, we are truly 

blessed and thankful for our ability 
to pause, pray and reflect on, as well 
as, celebrate the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

As Knights of Columbus, the 
birth of Our Lord has special mean-
ing, in that He is the source of all 
Charity, the first principle of our 
Order. As a Council, we work very 
hard throughout the year through 
our various fund raisers, to enable us 
to exercise the principle of Charity. 

During the month of December, 
the Council awarded Life Care of 
Brandon and the Knights Wom-
en’s Center each a donation in the 
amount of $5,000 to accomplish 
their Pro Life Missions. These funds 
were generated by the many events 
run by our Pro Life Ministry over 
the past several years.  

Additionally, the Council award-
ed our Parish’s St. Vincent De Paul 
Ministry $1,200 to assist them in 
continuing their outstanding work in 
feeding those in need. Also, we will 
never forget our Veterans. Our 4th 
Degree Assembly, the Msgr. John 
F. Scully Assembly, #3418, head-
ed by our Faithful Navigator, John 
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During evening prayer at the 
Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle in St. Petersburg on 
Sunday, November 22, Bish-

op Lynch recognized the St. Jude Medal 
recipients from our parishes and missions. 

Through their generosity and loyal 
service to their parish and communities, 
these lay men and women have contribut-
ed greatly to spreading the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ throughout our diocese.
Established in 1999 by Most Reverend 

Robert N. Lynch, the fourth bishop of  
St. Petersburg, the St. Jude the Apostle 
Medal is awarded to a lay member of a  
parish for distinguished and outstanding 

service. Casted on the medal are the Dioce-
san Coat of Arms and the image of St. Jude 
the Apostle, Patron of this diocese.
Tim Donahue is a member of the build-

ing committee, BOFT as well as an active 
member in our Council. His wife, Joan, 
had been in charge of the Lectors for many 
years in our Parish. V 

St. Jude Medal Recipients
S/K Tim Donahue and his wife Joan receive high honors from 
Bishop Lynch for their good works in the Parish
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Cirello, has raised over $1,300 this 
Thanksgiving and Christmas Seasons 
for the benefit of our homeless Vets. 

The Council assisted in this  
effort with a donation in the amount 
of $250, cash donations from the 
Council Members of $120.00 collect-
ed at the November Business Meet-
ing, and several hundred pounds on 
canned goods were collected at our 
December Business Meeting and our 
Annual Christmas party to aid the 
Homeless Vet Food Pantry. 

I would like to congratulate this 
Council on one of the most out-
standing Christmas celebrations that 
I have experienced in my 10 years 
with this Council! We had over 125 
Knights, Squires, Columbiettes, fam-
ily and friends in attendance. I would 
like to thank everyone who made this 
event a such a huge success with spe-
cial thanks to the Gnatowksy, Cza-
ja, Czopek, Sarnowski, and Coffey 
families who stepped up to make 
this a very special celebration of our 
Lord’s birth. 

During our Business Meeting 
on December 2nd we were thrilled 
to present the Knight of the Month 
Award to Brother Rich Sarnowski 
for his involvement with the VAVS, 
our Adopt A Road project, our Trunk 
or Treat project, his assistance in 
setting up the Christmas Cresches, 
his support for the Raymond James 
Fund Raiser and his faithful service 
as one of our Guards. 

Also, the Family of the Month 
was captured by the Brother Bob 
Haley Family for their work with 
the Squires, their work on the Keep 
Christ in Christmas initiative and 
their assistance in setting up the 
Christmas Cresches. 

I again encourage all our Broth-
ers to take this opportunity to make a  
difference and join one of our many 
Service Committees to assist with 
these events. 

Please consider engaging with 
our Program Directors. Look 
for your program of interest and  

Building the Domestic Church 
and Strengthening Parish Life

In his apostolic exhortation Evangeli-
um Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), 
Pope Francis called for a new mis-
sionary spirit among Catholics. “By 

her very nature the Church is missionary,” 
the pope wrote. “She abounds in effective 
charity and a compassion that understands, 
assists and promotes” (179). This challenge 
has special resonance for Knights of Colum-
bus, especially throughout North America, 
where we have benefited in so many ways 
from the sacrifice of countless missionaries.
The great Catholic institutions of our 

country were built by men and women filled 
with a great missionary spirit. Although  
Father Michael
McGivney would probably not have  

described himself as a missionary, through-
out his lifetime the United States remained  
“mission” territory in the eyes of the Vatican.
In this regard, we remember the words of 

Pope Benedict XVI during his 2008 visit 
to the United States when he named Father 
McGivney as an example of the mission-
ary spirit that built the Catholic Church in 
America.
On that occasion, Pope Benedict urged 

Catholics in America to “move together 
toward that true spiritual renewal desired 
by the [Second Vatican] Council, a renew-
al which can only strengthen the Church in 
that holiness and unity indispensable for the 
effective proclamation of the Gospel in to-
day’s world.”
The pope continued, “Was not this unity of 

vision and purpose — rooted in faith and a 
spirit of constant conversion and self-sacri-
fice — the secret of the impressive growth 
of the Church in this country? We need but 
think of the remarkable accomplishment of 
that exemplary American priest, the Vener-
able Michael McGivney, whose vision and 
zeal led to the establishment of the Knights 
of Columbus.”
This missionary spirit has been the life-

blood of the Knights of Columbus. How 
else can we account for the fact that within 
four decades of its founding, our Order had 

spread across the Unit-
ed States and Canada 
and had begun activi-
ties in the Philippines, 
Mexico and Cuba?
That same mission-

ary spirit led the Order 
to establish a network 
of facilities through-
out Europe during the First World War to 
serve countless members of the Ameri-
can and Canadian military. And then after 
the Great War to open athletic facilities 
in Rome to serve and help evangelize the 
youth of that city — a work that continues 
to this day.
We see that same missionary spirit today 

as the Order begins activities in Poland, 
Ukraine, Lithuania and Korea, and as our 
charitable programs change thousands 
of lives for the better in places like Haiti, 
Uganda, Vietnam and Iraq.
This missionary spirit has been a constant 

dynamic throughout our history. It has  
always encouraged us to seek new challeng-
es and to adapt to new situations — and to 
do so always in faithful service responding 
to the needs of our Church.

The Second Vatican Council
Following the Second Vatican Council, it 

became clear that the vitality of our parishes 
and of our Catholic families was being test-
ed as never before. Thousands of priests and 
religious left their ministries, and vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life plum-
meted. The widespread scourges of no-fault 
divorce, cohabitation outside of marriage, 
single-parent families and abortion made 
Catholic family life appear at times as the 
new “terra incognita.” At the same time, 
the Second Vatican Council called upon the  
laity to assume a greater role in meeting 
these challenges. V

This article is continued on the Supreme  
website at the following address:

http://www.kofc.org/un/en/news/su-
preme/detail/fromthesk_20150112.htmlGrand Knight Con’t Next Page
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Council Christmas Celebrationstep-up to see how you can Make a 
Difference!

Brothers, during this Christmas 
Season please consider how you 
can offer the gift of Knighthood to  
other Catholic Brothers and share the 
spirit Christmas. Please think about a  
relative, friend or business associate 
to whom you would like to extend 
the gift of Catholic Brotherhood. 

We encourage each Officer,  
Director and Brother to come up with 
a list of 2 or 3 top candidates that you 
would like to sponsor, to include 
name, cell phone number and how 
you know the person and contact our 
Membership Director Chris Kline so 
he can start the process. Chris’ e-mail 
address is: membership@kofc14084.
org  or christopherleok@verizon.net. 

Also, I ask that you please re-
member that as a Service Ministry 
our work is never done. If you know 
of an opportunity where we can be 
of service to our Community contact 
me at grandknight@kofc14084.org  

Brothers, thank you again for your 
membership, your participation and 
the great works that you all do for 
this Council, our Parish, our Church 
and our Community.  V

Vivat Jesus

On Friday Night- December 4, 2015 
there was a great Celebration! The 
Knights of Columbus, along with 

the Columbian Squires and the Colum-
bettes all shared in the upcoming birth of 
Jesus as it was celebrated with the theme of 
“Keep Christ in Christmas!” 

In addition and to put a different twist 
on the event; in place of having toys under 
the “White tree- trimmed in Red with Blue 
Lights” we all supported the Veterans by 
putting food under the tree for the Vets for 
the Holiday Season.  Rich and his “elves” 
packed his car at the end of the night with 
much needed food for all the Vets! 

The room was decorated in Red White 
and Blue to honor and support our Vets for 
all they have given us! Many people sup-
ported the set up and organized the event 
with Bruce Czaja and Alex Czaja along 
with their wives cooking up special chick-
en and ziti for all to enjoy. 

During the social, a check for $1200 
check was given to St. Vincent de Paul, and 
a $250 check was given to the VAVS food 
pantry.

We are not sure who was 
the champ at the “corn husk 
toss” but many enjoyed 
playing the game thanks 
to Mark Lovejoy and his 
wife! In all it was counted 
to have over 130 in atten-
dance! 

Families are the founda-
tion of our society and are 
at the core of the Knights of 

Columbus. Our council regularly sponsors 
activities that allow families to spend time 
together in volunteer activities, faith initia-
tives and social events. 

When we host an open house such as 
the Christmas celebration, this provides an  
opportunity to introduce our Order to a 
large group of prospects at one event. The 
main objective is to “exhibit your products”

We have the opportunity to demon-
strate the benefits of the volunteer service  
programs, the social and fraternal activi-
ties, the membership benefits that the Order 
has to offer to members and their families.

We want to give special thanks to  
Jerry, Rich, and Linda in setting up as 
well as Bruce and Alex for the big food 
spread! Thanks to everyone that made it 
possible and a great event! Great time, with 
Great people and friends, and Great food! 

See you at the next social and remem-
ber: this is a great opportunity to bring a 
friend that may like to learn more about 
what the Knights of Columbus do! V
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Veterans Day Parade

Turkeys for Veterans

K of C Fall 
Bowling League

We completed the 2015 
Knights of Columbus 
Fall Bowling League 

on November 15. Congratulations 
to the 1st Place Team, We’ve Been 
Framed which includes Deb Boje, 
Gloria Boje, Bre Janson and Ray  
Janson. Also, Second Place went to 
the Knight Bowlers which includes 
Rick and Linda Gnatowsky and 
Jack and Mary Ann Metz. 

The 2015 Fall Bowling League 
raised $735.50 for our Council. So 
thank you again to The Alley!

We will be starting up the 2016 
Knights of Columbus Winter – 
Spring Bowling League on January 
17th. 

As usual, we will bowl a three 
game set on Sunday nights starting 
at 7:00 PM at the Alley of South 
Shore. The cost for each 3 game set 
is $12.00 per person. 

If you do not have a full team of 
four bowlers do not worry. We will 
form new teams several days before 
the first night. The league is open  
to existing league members, Columb-
iettes, Brother Knights and their  
families and friends. 

Please let Mark Lovejoy know at: 
Lovejoy6951@gmail.com or grand-
knight@kofc14084.org no later than 
6:00PM January 12, 2016 if you wish 
to participate. 

This is a great opportunity to spend 
some quality fun time with your 
Brother Knights and their Families. V
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St. Stephen 
Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
Mark Lovejoy

Deputy Grand Knight 
Larry Evers 

Chancellor   
John Berrie

Warden 
James Pryor

Advocate   
Julio Alvarez

Lecturer
Frank Wuco

Recorder   
Paul Spinler

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
Mike Grogan

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mike Formato 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Charles Lusky

Guards  
Bob Murray  

Rich Sarnowski 
Bob Murray

Columbian Squires Circle 5209 
conducted two weekends of Keep 
Christ in Christmas card sales.  

They sold cards, magnets, seals and pins.  
They learned how to help customers, add 
up costs, make change, and work as a team 
to set up and tear down the sales event.  

They learned some strategies for attract-
ing customers such as saying “Hello” when 
people come into Mass, “barking” the cards 
as people came out, and taking a poster 
around to the side of the church to remind 
people about the sale.
We discussed how it is not easy to find 

religious Christmas cards, especially those 
with the holy Family and how so much 
commercialism can overshadow the cele-
bration of the birth of Christ.  
The Christmas card sale is the Squires 

only fund raiser.  They use the proceeds to 
fund their charity work throughout the year.  
They have provided food and hygiene item 

donations to VAVS and provided food to 
Kay’s Ministry to feed the homeless.
The Squires thank you for your support. V
  

Keep Christ in Christmas
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 
Chris Klein

membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Larry Evers
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 
Gerry Coffey  

community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Bruce Czaja
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

John Berrie  
squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Lecturer 
Frank Wuco 

lector@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 
Ed Sleyzak

Scott Huetteman
communications@kofc14084.org

Dear Brother Knights, please 
act now to encourage Con-
gress to protect the rights of 
conscientious objectors to 

abortion, sterilization, and contraception. 
These rights are under attack.
In California, for example, the state gov-

ernment has issued a directive requiring all 
health plans to cover abortions. Religious 
ministries in the state, including Catholic 
schools, are right now being forced to add 
abortion to their health plans.
This sort of coercion violates federal law, 

but these federal conscience protections 
have not been enforced. More protection is 
needed as similar violations occur through-
out the country. Health care workers and 
organizations need the ability to act on 
their own to defend their rights in court.
The Abortion Non-Discrimination Act 

(ANDA) grants this by providing victims 
a means for protecting their conscience 
rights through legal action. Contact your 
members of Congress to support ANDA.

Immediate action is necessary. Consider 
the case of Cathy Cenzon-DeCarlo, RN, a 
nurse in New York City, whose employer 
forced her to choose between assisting in a 
late-term abortion and losing her job:
[T]he hospital where I work coerced me 

to assist in a 22-week abortion. They were 
well aware that as a faithful Catholic, I 
could not participate in the killing of a pre-
born child. Yet, they threatened my job and 
my nursing license if I did not take part in 
the murder of a baby.
Her story is here: https://youtu.be/

uknxrMI61WI
As Pope Francis has said, “conscientious 

objection is a right, and part of the body of 
all human rights. If we want to make peace, 
we must respect all rights.” 
Thank you for doing your part to protect 

conscience rights and to build a Culture of 
Life. V 

 Fraternally, Carl Anderson,  
Supreme Knight

Protecting The Right to Life
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Cirello

Faithful Captain 
S/K John Montaldo  

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Mike Grogan  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Steve Haines 

 Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak 

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K Ed Sleyzak

S/K Mark Lovejoy

S/K John Berrie

Admiral 
S/K Julio Alvarez

Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Larry Evers 

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Mike Formato

It was a beautiful day in Riverview, Fl 
as 13 Knights of Columbus and their 
families picked up trash on Boyette 

Road, Saturday December 5th,  along our 
new Adopt A Road Clean Up Area.  

Special thanks to Paul Dufrache who 
brought his 2 sons to help with the mission.  
The clean up took approximately 2 hours.  

Thank you to all that participated!  Plan 
on helping out at the next Clean Up which 
will be held in the 1st quarter of 2016-more 
details available soon. V

A Road Lovingly Adopted

Christmas Creche Setup

The spirit of Christmas is alive and well as volunteers from our Council gathered to set 
up the Christmas Creche scenes on the roadside front lawn. Thanks to Jim Pryor for  
taking this picture. Let us take the opportunity to pause and give praise to the Blessed 
Family and all they gave us on this great Christmas day. And also let us offer a prayer for 
those struggle during this time. V
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Dec. Birthdays
Thomas Brophy
Frank Canto
Eduardo Colchado
George Cozzi
Thomas Cummings
Robert Daigle
Wilfredo De Jesus
Craig Diemer
Patrick Eftink
Robert Ferguson
Richard Gnatowsky
Brian Hathaway
Gerald Hoffman
Anton Kerler
Thomas Lowande
Glenn Mercer
Gary Michniewicz
William Miller
Charles Muforo
Steven Nardoni
Paul Pignataro
Matthew Preszler
Robert Robens
Shawn Ryan
Larry Shepard
Christopher Siderio
Edward Sleyzak
Drew Woodke

Please help continue the positive momentum and Join your 
Brothers, Families and Friends in helping earn the revenue 
that will help us Make a Difference in our Community.

We’ve now completed the Shakeout Day and the pre-season games. We’ve 
done relatively well although we took an unanticipated hit when we fell 
below the required minimum at our first pre-season event. However, that’s 

behind us and we now have to focus and get serious about filling the gaps for the 
remainder of the NFL Season, the Concert and the Outback Bowl, to at least get us 
through January 1st. 
Keep in mind that 13 is the minimum, and we can always use additional volunteers 

(which we get paid for), at the very least having standbys helps alleviate the stress of 
having to search for volunteers at the last minute should someone have to drop out 
for unforeseen circumstances. Additionally, filling in the gaps now (and identifying 
backups) gives us much greater flexibility, and also allows me to ease up on the emails 
and focus them on those who’ve signed on.  
REMINDER: This is a ‘COUNCIL’ effort where every able bodied Brother is  

expected to volunteer forat least one event. V
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December 19 1st Degree - St. Stephen Catholic School
 Assembly meeting
January 9 100 Knights for Life - Pro Life Prayer Vigil - 8:30am
January 10 Corporate Mass
January 13 Basket Ball Free Throw Competition 
January 15 Pro Life cross setup - Please help this effort! 
January 16-17, 23-24 Pro Life baby shower after all Masses
January 23 2nd Degree - St. Stephen Catholic School
 Renewal of Obligations for Assembly members
 Assembly 3418 Corp Mass
February 13 Marriage vow renewal - Mass TBD
February 20 Cards & Cigars - location TBD
Feb. 27-Mar 6 Tootsie Roll Drive after all Masses

Note: Corporate Masses are now always at the 8Am Mass, on the 2nd week of the 
1st month of each quarter. Mark your calendars today.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defend-
er of the widow and or-

phan, you called your priest, Fa-
ther Michael J. McGivney, to be 
an apostle of Christian family life 
and to lead the young to the gen-
erous service of their neighbor. 

Through the example of his 
life and virtue may we follow 
your Son, Jesus Christ, more 
closely, fulfilling his command-
ment of charity and building up 
his Body which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
  Sk Rick Sarnowski

Family of the Month
  Bob Haley Family


